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The directive ordering the purge of Merker and his group has aot produced 
the results i?hich the FolitbSro and the Central Committee thought it would 
bring fortho This should be attributed to the circumstance- that inner** 
party discussions concerning the directive were overshadowed by preparation;# 
for the October election,-, In connection with the exchange of membership 
books the discussion will h® rssunedo barker u s appointment m mn&ger of 
a HO restaurant in Eberswaide (sic)*has caused r^sentmsnt among SKD 
functionaries and numerous resolutions .have been addressed to thn 
Folitbfira protesting his release..,* * 


Many instances have Ijeen noted whezo Party unite confined thoncelves to^‘« 
citing extracts fron the Central Comities ! s resolution concerning Paul 
Marker, rather than drawing fron it an impulse for independent invest iga- ;1 
tions of T?oasible agent activities within their own units and plants.*** kx-- " ■ 
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The forthcoming exchange of membership books has already generated a feel** 
ing of panic among Party members * This misunderstanding of the measure has 
been fostered by threats expressed by functionaries who have been tolling : 
Party ne r ’hers that they would be ousted unless they perf om certain duties, 
with expedition. The ZPKK ijants the investigation to he conducted in the 
manner of a comradely conversation rather than that of a tribunal.**** 
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[~ |C adepts Paul Meritor ha s been previ ously reported as 

a iiu retaurant in Luckemjalde . Sea I 1 
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„ it AnI:U:ely fj however, %kat tne decision' of 

PclitlbE'o will be icrraraed in deference to thesis protects.;. 
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Th© £PKK had collated on a sizeable increase vn th*a 
.on of alleged agents „ This apparently failed to materialise,. 
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. letter of 16 October 1978 from the 
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*** 1 ~~| ComnigQ ti. The investigation, as planned, is geared to identify 

and render impotent, dissident groups within the SED, cucl an followers 
of the Fischer-SJaslow group, Brandler, Thalheimer* the ISK (founded in 
1924 by Leonhard Nelson), the SAP* the Lenin Bund, the KPC and 
Luxemburg! ans , Beginning November 1950* the head of the History 
Department of the Karl Marx Academy, , Erich Paterna, received instructions 
from the Polibbdro to prepare a lengthy study j^f the historical rol® 
of Ernst .Thaeimann with special emphasis on the damage inf Lie ted upon 
the KPD by the groups and factions that separated from it before 1933* 


| |_ Comment * See also Max Sens 8 article on the composition of the 

Party commissions charged with the exchange of membership xsoks, 
N eues Deutschland , 5 January 1951? page 4c 



CONFIDENTIAL 




